
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

March 16, 2015 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:46 by Joyce Thompson.  
 
Members present:  Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Linda Swartz; Members Kathy Bainer, Al Huehnel, Moisha Blechman, 
and John Roberts.  Dennis Callahan arrived at 7:10. 
Excused:  Donn Critchell, Elizabeth O’Donnell 
 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion to approve Minutes of March 2, 2015  made by Kathy Bainer and seconded by Moisha Blechman 
 Ayes: 4 (Bainer, Blechman, Huehnel, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Training for 2015:   
Joyce will forward to us an e-mail she received about a Pace Law training course and a new publication on environmental 
zoning (presumably buffers, preserving green space, protecting habitat corridors, etc.) 
 
Linda printed out the Department of State Planning Board and ZBA training requirements and the Local Government 
Services Training Course Listing from the DoS.  Training courses which could be used by the ZC as well as the Planning Board 
and the ZBA were noted. 
 
Kathy handed out a course flier on “Invasive Species” being offered at the Cary Institute in Millbrook.  Cary might also have 
other courses which would be helpful to us. 
 
Joyce suggested that we ask representative from County Soil and Water to come and talk to us about farmland soils and 
interpreting soils maps.  We might also look into alternative farming, greenhouses, and wind and solar energy.  Joyce will 
contact Patrice Perry to see if the county offers any training. 
 
Noise: 
Elizabeth e-mailed Joyce her thoughts about the proposed local law on noise.  Joyce read Elizabeth’s comments and will 
send Elizabeth’s edited copy to the ZC for consideration.  Moisha suggests an introductory paragraph in which the town 
clearly sets a standard for respect and consideration of neighbors.  She further recommends that item A under “Prohibited 
Acts” not be limited to “public” places.  The ZC made other edits, including changing “prevent” to “mitigate” in the final 
sentence of C.  Joyce and Linda will re-work the proposed law into the correct format with “Whereas” clauses and 
incorporate the suggestions.   
 
New Business: 

From the Commission:  Joyce will look into whether or not meetings could be done via conference call in situations 
like we experienced this winter when several meetings had to be cancelled due to snow and ice. 
From the Public:  None 

 
Next Meeting: 

Saturday, March 28 beginning at 10 a.m. at the Town Hall.  Dennis Callahan and John Roberts are excused. 
 
Joyce will send the ZC a progress update on Ted’s efforts.  We would like to have the revised Article 90 Site Plan Approval 
section from Ted a few days before the Saturday March 28 ZC meeting so that we have ample time to review it. 
 
Motion to adjourn:  Kathy Bainer     Seconded by: Moisha Blechman 

Ayes:  5 (Bainer, Blechman, Callahan, Huehnel, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:00 p.m. 
 
Public in attendance:   None 
 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 
 


